
When work-life balance issues spurred designer Ian 

Murray to leave full-time employment and set up his 

own business, I J Murray Associates, four years ago, 

his primary tools were his many years of experience, 

his intuitive design skills and good old fashioned pen 

and ink. 

Preferring to work locally, avoiding long stints away 

on farther-flung projects which had become the 

mainstay of his work in the construction industry, 

Murray’s mission was to take on domestic house-

builds and extensions in his home town of Hayling 

Island in Hampshire.

Splitting his time between his architectural work and 

a handful of other business ventures, as well as family 

commitments, meant that the number of design 

projects he could take on at any one time was very 

limited, though. While Murray was comfortable with 

basic drawing tools, it was becoming clear that his old 

ways of working were holding him back. Submitting 

planning applications was particularly time-

consuming, while each time a customer wanted to 

make a change to their designs, Murray had to go back 

to the drawing board. The upshot was that, as a sole 

trader, he had the capacity to submit no more than 5-6 

planning applications each year.

Then Murray encountered Revit Architecture, a 

specialist architectural software package from 

Autodesk, while doing some work with the 

construction company, HBG. This appeared to offer 

just the solution to his project bottleneck. 

Says Murray: “I had ummed and ahed about using 

AutoCAD in the past, when drawing was more of a 

sideline for me but, now that this had become my core 

business, when I saw Revit Architecture, it felt like a 

perfect fit because the software is designed 

specifically for the sort of work I do.”

Based on Autodesk’s market-leading AutoCAD design 

software, Revit Architecture Suite (Revit) software is a 

dedicated building information modelling (BIM) 

application, bringing designs to life using 3D 

visualisation and dynamic information linking. 

After a comprehensive demo and trial of Revit, 

facilitated at his own premises thanks to local 

Autodesk specialist Adris Computing Concepts, 

Murray was convinced that he had found exactly the 

software he needed.

“I had also considered Autodesk’s AutoCAD 

Architecture and Bentley’s MicroStation but felt that 

they were still fundamentally drawing tools,” he says. 

“With Revit, on the other hand, a straight line 

becomes a cavity wall that you can drop a window 

into – it’s an intelligent package that’s all about 

designing buildings.”
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Although the total investment, including hardware, 

came close to £6,000, Murray felt this was a critical 

investment that would easily be justified. Indeed, just 

two months into using the software, he is in no doubt 

that the software will have more than paid for itself 

within six months.

“The only other solution I considered was Google 

SketchUp,” he notes. “This is okay, and very easy to 

use, but in the long run it would have involved more 

work as it doesn’t have nearly the level of detail I 

need. With Revit, I’m discovering new features all the 

time and am very excited about its potential.”

Closely supported by Adris, Murray found that he   

could use Revit ver capably after just a single day’s 

training. Although Murray had three days of training

in total, he chose to break this up so that he could put

into practice what he was learning as he went along.

“Adris provided excellent support,” he notes. “On day 

one of using the software, I could phone up if I got 

stuck, and even though the point was due to be 

covered on day two or three of the course, they’d talk

me through it so I could keep working”.

Although Murray has been using Revit for only a 

matter of weeks, he is already onto his ninth project 

(previously, he would have completed fewer projects 

in the space of an entire year). “I’ve got about 30-40 

weeks’ work on it at the moment,” he says.

The time savings have been huge, he notes. “I can 

complete a planning application in about a tenth of 

the time it took before – in one day instead of 10!” he 

says. “And now, if someone asks for a change to their 

designs, it takes just minutes to make the 

amendments because, with Revit, if you change any 

elevated section, the changes ripple automatically 

through the design, saving me from having to 

recalculate and redraw everything. It’s great for 

drawing perspectives too. Now I can stick the camera 

anywhere and I’ve got all the views I need.

“What I love most about Revit is that it works the way 

my brain works,” Murray adds. “I’m sure this is true for 

most building designers – we think in 3D. Before, I’d 

have to convert my thoughts into 2D to draw it; now I 

can draw it how I see it. This is very, very satisfying 

and massively reduces mistakes. It’s great for clients 

too, as it makes it much easier to appreciate how their 

ideas will look and feel, before we commit to 

anything.”

Because of Revit’s impact on customers, Murray now 

plans to invest further in his hardware – purchasing a 

laptop so he can take Revit with him when visiting 

clients; at the moment, they come to his home to see 

their designs. 

He finds he is being more creative, too. “If anything, I 

spend more time on the design, rather than less,” 

Murray notes. “This is because the drawing itself is far 

less time-consuming.” 

Crucially, he can work right up to planning deadlines 

now, because Revit allows him to complete the 

process 100% electronically over the Internet. 

“Previously a planning application might have 

involved spending £40-£50 on printing – more with 

revisions,” Murray notes. “The process was very 

time-consuming too, usually involving going to a print 

shop with an A1 facility. Now, if I press ‘print’ in Revit, 

it goes straight to ‘PDF Complete’, producing 

electronic files I can send straight to the planning 

department. 

“And, while previously, I might have needed to submit 

five copies of everything, now I can send just one set 

via the planning portal, including all sorts of 

supporting documents, such as Ordnance Survey 

maps. It all saves a lot of time and effort, while 

enhancing accuracy.

“The more work I do with Revit, the more I get in 

touch with what it can do,” Murray enthuses. “I 

suspect it will take me into areas I’m not even aware 

of yet – for example sitting building designs within 

street scenes to make a more convincing case to 

councillors of how a finished building would look in 

the broader environment.”

To this end, Murray may explore add-ons to Revit that

can render in more detail, for example providing more

texture. “But there is already so much depth to Revit,

that there is still a lot of functionality left to discover.

It’s fun exploring just what it’s capable of,” he says.

Because there are only relatively minor expenses

associated with his business, Murray’s revenues are

very profitable, so it has made a big difference that he

is now on target to make £50,000 - £60,000 this year

from his architecture business (just one of several 

business interests he has). This compares with just 

£5,000 - £6,000 in recent years.

“I would never have been able to take on the workload

I’ve already committed to for this year. I’ve taken on 

8-9 projects in the last 4-5 weeks, including two

complete house designs and major extensions,” he

says. “The speed at which I can turn work around is

one of the huge pluses of Revit; that and the 3D 

element I can now add to the customer decision-

making process.

”There is a major work-life balance benefit, too”

Murray concludes. “Revit is helping me to make good

money while staying local, and means I also have more 

time to devote to my other interests, one of which is a

property development business - Revit is also coming

in handy here, as we do our own design work too and

the planners like the fact that we can generate very

comprhensive planning applications, with lots of

different views of a situation”.
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